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To support Access Now in its essential mission,
please click the button below:

� Make a Donation

Total number of patients seen
since Access Now began:

22,787

Total current number of
specialty-care provider

volunteers:
1,187

Total reported value of donated
care since Access Now began:

$76,637,642.20

Statistics are current through January 31, 2025.

PROVIDERS: Need for Volunteers Increases Greatly

Access Now and the patients it serves are incredibly
thankful for each and every moment our nearly 1,200
physician volunteers carve from their busy
schedules, as well as their awe-inspiring gift of life-
changing medical treatments performed pro bono.

The cost of living continues to rise: Groceries,
gasoline, and so many other essential products cost
more and more, cutting further into the means of
many Central Virginians and driving more into the
healthcare safety net. The unemployed, uninsured and
underinsured are having a tougher time obtaining vital
care than ever before.

Access Now is as dedicated to its mission as ever, but in order to succeed, we absolutely
need even more generous physician volunteers who are willing to lend their expertise in
helping our most vulnerable neighbors.
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https://accessnowrva.org/
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So many have given so much; it's not easy to ask even more of them. That's why, if you or
someone you know is a healthcare provider willing to lend a hand, we want to hear from
you! Please contact Sue Speese at sspeese@ramdocs.org or call 804-622-8134 if you wish
to learn more about our program and how to become an invaluable part of a priceless
charitable mission!

Meet Our Board: Shreyank Tripathi, MD

Shreyank Tripathi, MD is a nephrology physician with
Richmond Nephrology Associates. He also volunteers
as a member of Access Now's Board of Trustees.

Hailing from India, Dr. Tripathi lived in Charlottesville
and Chicago before settling in Richmond, where he says
the great people, the sense of community, and the
excellent schools drew him. He also enjoys nature,
hiking and kayaking across the Commonwealth's many
beautiful natural attractions and running and playing
tennis in his spare time.

Richmond Nephrology's website notes, "As much as he
enjoys treating kidney diseases, his real interest and
pleasure come from treating THE PERSON who has
kidney disease. Dr. Tripathi takes his time to build long-
term relationships with his patients and their families."

Indeed, his caring and generous nature are evident in his active role on Access Now's
Board. We reached out to him to learn more about his work with the organization.

What does Access Now's mission mean to you?
Providing compassionate care to the most vulnerable members of our community is one of
the most gratifying aspects of being a healthcare provider. Access Now embodies this
principle by ensuring that uninsured patients receive the specialty care they need. It is a
powerful example of how healthcare professionals can come together to close the gaps in
health care and improve lives of not the just the patients but their families and
communities.
 
What led you to serve on the Access Now Board?
I wanted to do more than just see the patients referred to me by Access Now—I wanted to
be a part of its growth and sustainability. Many of my Chronic Kidney Disease patients
especially the ESRD patients have benefited tremendously from the generosity of the
physicians involved in this program. By serving on the board, I hope to support Access Now
in continuing its mission, expanding its reach, and ensuring its long-term viability so that no
patient is left without care.
 
What effect does Access Now have on our community?
Access Now provides a crucial safety net for uninsured patients who would otherwise
struggle to receive specialty care. By connecting these patients with dedicated physicians
and essential medical resources, the program not only improves individual health outcomes
but also strengthens the overall well-being of our community. It reduces avoidable
emergency room visits and hospitalizations, minimizes the complications stemming from
chronic illnesses, and alleviates the financial and emotional burdens faced by patients and
their families.
 
How does the Access Now program connect with your everyday practice?
In my practice, I care for many patients with chronic kidney disease (CKD) and end-stage
renal disease (ESRD), including those requiring dialysis. Access Now has been instrumental
in supporting these patients by facilitating timely access to vascular access procedures,
laboratory testing, necessary medications, and consultations with other specialists.
Additionally, the program ensures that language barriers do not affect the care by providing
interpreters when needed. 
 
What do you think is the most critical part of Access Now?
The seamless coordination of care among various healthcare providers and resources is the
most critical aspect of Access Now. The dedication and efficiency of the staff in navigating
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complex healthcare needs for uninsured patients is truly remarkable. Their ability to
overcome logistical and financial barriers ensures that patients receive the timely, high-
quality care they need.
 
Anything else you would like Access Now’s friends to know?
I want to extend my deepest gratitude to the Access Now’s staff, volunteer physicians and
healthcare providers who dedicate their invaluable time and expertise to Access Now. Your
commitment is transforming lives and strengthening our community. I hope your work
continues to inspire others to join this mission and expand the impact of Access Now in the
years to come.

CME Hours for Volunteering

Did you know that volunteer providers can
earn 1 hour CME credit for 1 hour of
volunteering, up to 15 credits to fulfill the 30
Type 2 CME credits they need?

Up to 15 of the Type 2 continuing education
hours may be satisfied through delivery of
services, without compensation, to low-
income individuals receiving services
through a local health department or a free
clinic organized in whole or primarily for the
delivery of health services. One hour of
continuing education may be credited for
one hour of providing such volunteer
services. For the purpose of continuing
education credit for voluntary service,
documentation by the health department or
free clinic shall be acceptable.

 
� Learn More!

Volunteer Spotlight: Ramesh N. Kundur, MD, FACC

Access Now is most grateful for the over 1,000 Richmond-
area physicians that volunteer their time and expertise to
help those that don't have the means to pay for critical
specialty care. One of those volunteers is Dr. Ramesh N.
Kandur.

Dr. Kandur is a board-certified invasive cardiologist who
has additional certification in advanced heart failure. His
specialties and interests include cardiac catheterization
and angiography; non-invasive cardiology; and nuclear
cardiology.

After attending medical school in India, Dr. Kandur completed his internship and residency
at Loyola University in Illinois before completing his fellowship at the Medical College of
Virginia (now VCU Health) here in Richmond.

Dr. Kandur has made Richmond his home and today practices with Virginia Cardiology
Specialists. He enjoys spending time with his family and taking in the sights and sounds of
Richmond on his bike.

What are Dr. Kandur's thoughts on Access Now?

How do you feel about the work Access Now does for our community?
The Richmond Academy of Medicine's dedication to serving the Greater Richmond
community is exemplified by the vital work of Access Now. It's a tangible expression of that
commitment.

What led you to volunteer your time and expertise with us?

https://www.dhp.virginia.gov/Boards/Medicine/PractitionerResources/ContinuingEducation/Medicine/#:~:text=One hour of continuing education,free clinic shall be acceptable


I believe in giving back to the community that has enriched my life in so many ways.
Volunteering is one of the most meaningful avenues for me to do that.

What do you enjoy most about the opportunities Access Now offers?
The gratitude expressed by patients is incredibly rewarding. I recall a patient who came to
Access Now for chest pain evaluation. We were able to connect her with the care she
needed, which resulted in bypass surgery for significant coronary artery disease. Afterward,
she regained her health to the point where she could return to full-time work and secure
health insurance. Stories like this, where we empower underserved patients to regain their
health and stability, are what make this work so fulfilling.

Has working with Access Now changed your perspective?
Absolutely. It's brought home the reality that the inability to afford healthcare can impact
anyone, regardless of their background. Job loss, a sudden illness – these unforeseen
circumstances can quickly create a healthcare crisis.

What would you tell other physicians who may be interested in volunteering?
I would strongly encourage other physicians to consider volunteering with Access Now. It's
a powerful opportunity to make a real difference in the lives of those who need it most, and
a deeply rewarding experience.

“Access Now has given me excellent care
over the last four years. They have
always been kind and gentle.”

– Access Now Patient

Access Now benefits from myWalgreens donation program

Here's a new way to support us: Access Now is one of only
three area nonprofits selected for the myWalgreens
donation program.

Walgreens partnered with in/PACT and The GoodCoin
Foundation to help implement the program across the
country.

Members of the myWalgreens loyalty program will be able to earn and donate Walgreens
Cash rewards to Access Now. This program will be available through the Walgreens mobile
app and online at Walgreens.com. 

Access Now Adds New Clinics

Access Now is pleased to announce it has added four new
clinics. They are:

New Kent Health Department
7911 Courthouse Circle, New Kent, VA 23124
 
Charles City Health Department
7501 Adkins Rd, Charles City, VA 23030
 

Goochland Health Department
1800 Sandy Hook Rd, Goochland, VA 23063   
 
Global Health and Wellness Clinic
210 Rivers Bend Circle
Chester, VA 23836

https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/chickahominy/new-kent/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/chickahominy/charles-city/
https://www.goochlandva.us/355/Health-Department
https://globalhealthandedu.com/


Access Now Holiday Closures

There's never a moment when Access Now's services are
unneeded by the patients it serves. Between all the phone calls,
scheduling, and follow-ups, our compassionate, devoted staff
have more than earned some much-needed time with their
families on the following days:

Friday, April 18 (Spring Holiday)
Monday, May 26 (Memorial Day)
Friday, July 4 (Independence Day)
Monday, September 1 (Labor Day)

We hope the inspirational news shared here has
brought a smile to your face today.

Should you feel so moved as to consider a
donation, please click here.

Any amount will go a long way in helping Central
Virginia's uninsured find the medical treatment

they need. Thank you for your support!

Access Now
(804) 622-8145

accessnow@ramdocs.org
http://www.AccessNowRVA.org

The Access Now Board of Directors and staff thank the following for their generous support:

Bon Secours Richmond Health System
Commonwealth of Virginia

HCA Virginia Health System
MEDRVA Surgery Centers

Metropolitan Health Foundation
Richmond Academy of Medicine

Richmond Memorial Health Foundation
Rotary Club of West Richmond

The Overton and Katharine Dennis Fund
The Jenkins Foundation
The Titmus Foundation

TowneBank Richmond Foundation
United Way of Greater Richmond and Petersburg

VCU Health
Virginia Association of Free and Charitable Clinics

WaWa Foundation
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